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e Proposed 2015 St. Johns County Budget

❏ ere is no millage/property tax rate increase proposed for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2015.

❏ Total County property values have increased 6.2%; however,
that does not mean your property taxes will increase by 6.2%.
Properties with a Homestead Exemption will experience
about a 1.5% increase in their County property taxes (or
about $20 on average) while non-homesteaded properties
will experience about a 6% increase in County property taxes.

❏ e County’s modest revenue growth will preserve current
services, but will not significantly address County long-term
capital needs, which have accumulated due to the recession
and slow recovery.

❏ Property taxes comprise approximately 21% of the total
County budget. Other revenues include utility fees, solid
waste disposal fees, service charges, grants, gas taxes, and
sales tax, most of which are statutorily restricted or
obligated to specific purposes. 

❏ e Board of County Commissioners will hold two Public
Budget Hearings to adopt the FY 2015 millage rate and
budget at 5:01 p.m. on September 3 and 17, 2014. Both
hearings will be held at the County Administration Building,
500 San Sebastian View, St. Augustine, Florida 32084.

St. Johns CountySt. Johns County is one of the most desirable places to live in Florida and the United States. We are nationally recognized
as Florida’s healthiest county, our school system is routinely ranked as the highest in the State, and our abundant natural resources
include beautiful beaches, a flourishing river, and multiple parks and recreational facilities. St. Johns County offers residents,
businesses, and visitors an exceptional quality of life. is overview is a summary of the stewardship of your property tax dollars
and other financial resources, and illustrates how these funds are invested in St. Johns County programs and services.  

Where Are My 
County Property Taxes Being Invested?

❏ Approximately 55% of total property taxes paid by St.
Johns County property owners are allocated between
the St. Johns County School District, St. Johns River
Water Management District, Anastasia Mosquito
Control District, St. Augustine Port, Waterway, and
Beach District, and Florida Inland Navigation District.   

❏ e Board of County Commissioners apportions the
remaining 45% of property taxes to other various
services and programs.

St. Johns County Programs and Services

❏ Public Safety: Sheriff ’s Office, Detention Unit, School
Resource Officers, Fire Rescue, Ambulance Services,
Beach Patrol, Lifeguards, Animal Control, Dispatch 

❏ Court Services: County Court, Clerk of Courts, State
Attorney, Public Defender, Guardian Ad Litem Program

❏ Physical Environment: Agricultural Services, Growth
Management, Land Use Planning, Water and Wastewater
Utility Services, Environmental Services, St. Johns River
Environmental Management Support

❏ Transportation: Roads and Bridges, Traffic and
Transportation Management, Engineering, Drainage,
County Rights-of-way Mowing, Sunshine Bus,
Geographic Information Systems, Land Management

❏ Health and Human Services: Social Services, Medicaid,
Indigent Healthcare Support, Foster Care and Adoptive
Services, Veterans Services, Legal Aid, Law Library

❏ Culture and Recreation: County Beaches, Parks,
Recreational Programs, the Piers, Solomon Calhoun
Community Center and Pool, County Golf Course,
Amphitheater and Concert Hall, Library Services

❏ Economic Environment: Economic Development, Job
Growth, Small Business Development Support,
Convention Center, Housing and Community Services 

❏ General Governmental Services: Property Appraiser,
Tax Collector, Supervisor of Elections, County Finance,
Board of County Commissioners, Facilities Maintenance
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A Low Overall Tax Burden

When compared to other Florida communities, St. Johns
County has a low overall tax burden for a full-service
County and does not impose a variety of taxes and fees
that are currently permitted under state law such as:

❏ Infrastructure Sales Tax
❏ Fire Rescue Sales Tax
❏ Additional Gas Tax
❏ Utility Franchise Fees
❏ Stormwater Utility Fees
❏ Additional Tourist Bed Tax

Balancing Service Expectations with Revenues

e goal of balancing community expectations for
services and programs with available revenues and
financial resources remains a challenge for St. Johns
County. Four options for the future include:

Increase > Continually pursued
organizational efficiency by Administration
Reduce programs > Dependent on 
and service levels community acceptance 
Borrow > Limited borrowing 
funds capacity  available
Identify new > Dependent on 
sources of revenue community acceptance 

St. Johns County’s Financial Future

St. Johns County has successfully emerged from the worst financial period in its history in which we lost over $445 million
in cumulative purchasing power. St. Johns County has significantly reduced its budget, reduced the workforce by more
than 255 positions, and streamlined operations. Due to excellent financial management and long-term planning, Standard
& Poor’s Ratings Services validated the County’s fiscal soundness this year by recently upgrading the County’s credit rating
from AA- to AA+.

A new model of government has emerged in St. Johns County which maximizes our limited financial resources, aligning
them with community expectations. While the County’s modest revenue growth will preserve current service levels, our
challenge is to respond to the need for additional programs and services with limited financial resources. It is essential that
we continue a dialogue with the community regarding this current and future financial challenge confronting the County.

Our next step in the community discussion is to decide what level of services our residents and businesses desire, both
now and in the future, and how best to fund them. You are encouraged to participate in the dialogue, become part of the
solution, and ensure St. Johns County remains one of the most desirable locations to live, raise a family, and do business
in the nation. For more information, contact the St. Johns County Office of Management & Budget at 904.209.0530 or
attend the Board of County Commissioners FY 2015 Public Budget Hearings on September 3 and 17, 2014. 

A Growing Population and an Increasing Demand for Programs and Services

St. Johns County’s population has grown by approximately 73% since 2000, with 35% of that growth occurring aer 2005.
e demand for residential building permits continues to increase, oen outpacing the other four counties in our region
combined, and is now reaching levels not experienced since 2006. As more families call St. Johns County home, the demand
for services, facilities, and programs continues to increase from new and existing residents while County revenues grow
at a modest rate. 


