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The current development along the scenic highway is 

largely rural and suburban with agriculture and small 

rural communities to the south and more suburban, 

residential developments to the north.   Commercial 

areas are predominately located in the vicinity of Race 

Track Road.  A number of planning studies have been 

done for the area; most notably, the Northwest Sector 

Plan has been developed by St. Johns County to guide 

future development in the area. 

As development continues along the scenic highway 

corridor, it is important to have a management plan in 

place that describes “how existing development might be 

enhanced and new development might be accommodated 

while still preserving the intrinsic qualities of the corridor” 

(Interim Policy, National Scenic Byways Program).  The 

current Corridor Management Plan outlines a number of 

goals and strategies related to development and tourism 

including the recommendation of an overlay district for 

the scenic highway.  This master plan does not focus on 

private development and tourism infrastructure along 

the scenic highway; however, through the development 

of the master plan, a number of recommendations that 

deserve future consideration surfaced and are provided 

herein.

Recommendation 1:

Utilize the Community Center Districts identified in the 

NW Sector Plan to encourage appropriate commercial 

development and provide the necessary services to 

scenic highway travelers (i.e. food, gas, and lodging).  

At Shands Pier Road, the necessary framework for this 

development can be developed in concert with the 

Shands Pier improvements.

Recommendation 2:

Work with St. Johns County to encourage bed and 

breakfast-type development along the scenic highway 

in order to provide lodging options along the scenic 

highway.

Recommendation 3:

Develop an architectural pattern book and landscape 

guidelines that can be provided to private landowners and 

developers to assist in generating a cohesive landscape 

using this master plan as a starting point.

Recommendation 4:

Work with St. Johns County to allow developers to 

implement innovative planning solutions that protect the 

scenic highway’s integrity in exchange for concessions on 

other development requirements.

Recommendation 5: 

Partner with local businesses within the corridor to 

promote the scenic highway.

Recommendation 6: 

Work with St. Johns County to encourage commercial 

enterprises that encourage resource-based recreation 

within the corridor such as canoe, kayak, and bicycle 

rentals and fishing guide services.  Find ways to leverage 

the scenic highway’s tourism marketing and appeal to 

promote these businesses.



“Having a lively leading breeze, I kept as near the East shore 

as possible, often surprised by the plunging of alligators, and 

greatly delighted with the pleasing prospect of cultivation, 

and the increase of human industry, which frequently struck 

my view from the elevated, distant shores.” 

— William Bartram


